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Comment. Tom Fairfield and Ali Torpey.

In their response DWT make the following comment when commenting on the river condition report.
¢Section 2.10 refers to ¢both brooksé which we assume is an error. ¢

It appears that the DWT have failed to notice the other errors in the river report which suggest its being cut and
paste, and possibly cannot be relied on.

DWT also offer the following comment.

¢ Further consideration of whether an otter holt is present adjacent to site and whether any further mitigation is
required, in addition to the band of scrub, sensitive lighting and CEMP: Biodiversity. We assume that evidence to
this effect will have been gathered during the River Condition Assessment.

DWT¢s comments regarding the presence of an otter holt adjacent to the site demonstrate a lack of ecological
acumen in respect of otter ecology. As we have set out previously there are numerous factors influencing otter
behaviour and use of a site. We noted that in compiling the river condition report the surveyor didnét not enter the
watercourse therefore, an otter survey would have been compromised. With the use of banks persons, floatation
aids, throwlines etc surveying the Carr Brook would be relatively straight forward. Supported by cameras deployed
at locations in formed by the survey.

DWT should also note that protected species mitigation and BNG are to separate processes. The otter survey should
have been conducted prior to the river assessment to avoid compromising protected species legislation.

Tom Fairfield and Ali Torpey.
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