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From: planningcomments@highpeak.gov.uk
Sent: 21 July 2026 14:59
To: Planning Comments (HPBC)
Subject: Comment Received from Public Access

ApplicaƟon Reference No. : HPK/2026/0228 Site Address:  Spring Shopping Centre & Land South of StaƟon Road  
Buxton Derbyshire Comments by: Christopher Holt 
From: 
      Ridge Farm 
 
      Chapel-en-le-Frith 
      High Peak 
      Derbyshire 
      SK23 9UD 
Phone:  
Email:  
Submission: ObjecƟon 
Comments: I recognise that Buxton would benefit from thoughƞul regeneraƟon, and I welcome elements of the 
proposal that seek to revitalise the town centre. However, I wish to object to the current planning applicaƟon on the 
following grounds: 
 
 
 
1. Loss of Parking Provision 
 
 
 
The proposed reducƟon in parking capacity would, in my view, have a significant adverse impact on Buxton's 
economy, local businesses and tourism. Buxton is a popular desƟnaƟon that aƩracts visitors from across the region, 
many of whom rely on travelling by car. ExisƟng parking faciliƟes are already under considerable pressure, 
parƟcularly at weekends, bank holidays and during major events. It is oŌen difficult to find available parking, and 
reducing capacity further is likely to discourage visitors, increase congesƟon as motorists search for spaces, and 
reduce fooƞall for the town centre's independent businesses. 
 
 
 
I do not believe sufficient evidence has been provided to demonstrate that the loss of parking can be accommodated 
without harming the vitality and viability of Buxton town centre. 
 
 
 
2. Impact on the Character of the Town 
 
 
 
While contemporary architecture has an important role in new developments, I do not believe the proposed 
residenƟal buildings are sympatheƟc to the disƟncƟve character of Buxton. As a historic spa town with an 
internaƟonally recognised architectural heritage, new development should complement and enhance its exisƟng 
built environment rather than appear disconnected from it. 
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The current designs feel more characterisƟc of a modern city-centre development than a historic spa town. Their 
scale, appearance and materials do not, in my opinion, respond appropriately to Buxton's unique idenƟty, and I am 
concerned they will date relaƟvely quickly. A more context-sensiƟve design, drawing inspiraƟon from Buxton's 
Victorian and Georgian architecture, would be more appropriate and create a development that remains aƩracƟve 
for generaƟons. 
 
 
 
In my view, the proposal fails to adequately preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the surrounding 
historic environment. 
 
 
 
3. PreservaƟon of Buxton's Historic Character 
 
 
 
Buxton's architectural heritage is one of its defining characterisƟcs and a key reason people choose to visit the town. 
Any major redevelopment should take the opportunity to reinforce this idenƟty rather than dilute it. New buildings 
should respect the scale, proporƟons, materials and architectural language of the exisƟng townscape, ensuring they 
sit comfortably alongside Buxton's historic buildings rather than compete with them. 
 
 
 
4. Vitality and Viability of the Town Centre 
 
 
 
A successful regeneraƟon should strengthen Buxton as a desƟnaƟon for residents, shoppers and tourists alike. 
Measures that reduce accessibility, parƟcularly for visitors arriving by car, risk undermining the long-term economic 
health of the town centre. I believe the scheme should demonstrate more clearly how it will support exisƟng 
businesses, encourage visitor numbers and contribute posiƟvely to the vitality and viability of the town. 
 
 
 
For these reasons, I respecƞully object to the proposal in its current form and urge the planning authority to seek 
revisions that beƩer preserve Buxton's historic character, maintain adequate parking provision and ensure the 
regeneraƟon enhances the town for both residents and visitors. 
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