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From: planningcomments@highpeak.gov.uk
Sent: 19 July 2026 17:21
To: Planning Comments (HPBC)
Subject: Comment Received from Public Access

ApplicaƟon Reference No. : HPK/2026/0228 Site Address:  Spring Shopping Centre & Land South of StaƟon Road  
Buxton Derbyshire Comments by: P Cropper 
From: 
      66 
      Park Road 
      . 
      Buxton 
 
 
Phone: 
Email:  
Submission: ObjecƟon 
Comments: I am full agreement with the objecƟons as laid out by Councillor Melandra Smith, Councillor Chris Payne 
and Councillor Madeline Hall, parƟcular with respect to other possible approaches to the town centre regeneraƟon. 
 
 
 
The scale of development is focused largely on rental accommodaƟon, which does not fit the brief of town centre 
regeneraƟon that was the subject of the consultaƟon process and proposed funding, and is on a scale well beyond 
that described. 
 
 
 
It¿s unclear where this demand for addiƟonal rental accommodaƟon is coming from, parƟcularly when the former 
hall of residence stands empty. 
 
 
 
The design and appearance of the development is not in keeping with the history, heritage and appeal of Buxton as a 
country market town, and would be more in keeping with a more urban seƫng. 
 
 
 
The overall development has no significant increase on the available commercial space, when a commercial-led 
regeneraƟon was a key driver behind the purchase of the exisƟng retail faciliƟes. 
 
 
 
The reducƟon in parking is parƟcularly problemaƟc, both in terms of a curiously low esƟmate of vehicle ownership in 
the new accommodaƟon when there is liƩle in the way of walkable employment opportuniƟes in the centre of 
Buxton, and the impact on the shops at the core of the town centre. 
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The massive reducƟon in available parking during the construcƟon phase is not addressed, and this will place 
massive pressure on the surrounding residenƟal streets. 
 
 
 
The absence of any consultant with the keystone retail tenant (Waitrose) is telling by its absence ¿ minimal parking 
access for 2-3 years will have a material impact on their business, and likely drive them away from Buxton, which 
would be massively counter-producƟve. 
 
 
 
A key component is to open a pathway to the staƟon.  Buxton¿s train service is minimal, and the percentage of 
passengers arriving by train vs driving has not been quanƟfied.  Making the town centre more accessible is no 
guarantee of increased train passengers and a corresponding reducƟon in car journeys.  The key constraint on the 
train service is not demand, or town centre accessibility, but instead, it is traffic throughput at the Stockport 
interchange, meaning that any more frequent services are highly unlikely. 
 
 
 
The was a hugely posiƟve response to the iniƟal plans for town centre regeneraƟon, and that conƟnued through the 
public consultaƟon process. But the plans as proposed have moved too far away from the original intenƟon, have 
massively over-reached the brief, and it should be no surprise the scale of objecƟons that it has garnered. 
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