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that the building (36, 38 and 38a Thornsett) is currently arranged as two dwellings, with three kitchens and three 
bathrooms. This raises clear doubts as to how the property could function as five self-contained units, or how such a 
configuration could have existed continuously over the last ten years. 
 
Additionally, the application is not supported by documentary evidence such as Council Tax records to substantiate 
the existence of four separate units. 
 
Taking all of the above into account, it is not considered that sufficient evidence has been provided to satisfy the 
LPA that the property is lawfully in use as multiple separate units. On this basis, the application should be refused in 
accordance with Part 4 of Section 191 of the Act. 
 
Furthermore, it is considered that any proposal to intensify the residential use of the property should be subject to a 
full planning application. By way of context, 38a Thornsett is situated within the lower basement and is accessed via 
a private estate road to the south, which serves Thornsett Industrial Estate. The existing arrangement includes a 
limited number of informal parking spaces accessed from this road. It is not considered that this level of provision 
would be adequate to support the additional units proposed. A full planning application, supported by appropriate 
evidence, would therefore be necessary to properly assess these impacts. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Bethany Lee 
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