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From: Steve Baker (Place) 
Sent: 16 December 2025 12:49
To: James Stannard
Cc: Planning (HPBC)
Subject: HPK/2025/0447 - Land at Crossings Road, Chapel-en-le-Frith - archaeology

Categories:

Dear James, 
Thank you for consulƟng on the above planning applicaƟon. This is a large housing site of c9ha located on previously 
undeveloped land to the west of Chapel-en-le-Frith. The applicant has provided a historic environment desk-based 
assessment and geophysical survey for the site. 
 
The most visible potenƟal archaeological interest in the site is an irregular sub-oval earthwork enclosure located 
towards the southern boundary, which is visible on aerial photographs, LiDAR and geophysics. In addiƟon, the 
geophysical survey has idenƟfied some possible archaeological features across the site, with a principal focus in the 
area of the earthwork enclosure (and therefore a possible archaeological associaƟon). 
 
The applicant’s desk-based assessment notes that the earthwork enclosure is on a small mapped area of glaciofluvial 
sands and gravels, and posits a plausible interpretaƟon that the enclosure may therefore represent historic sand and 
gravel and extracƟon – i.e. represenƟng an extracƟon pit and spoil mounds. While enƟrely plausible, this is not 
supported by any mapping or aerial photo evidence, and other interpretaƟons are possible: similar enclosures in the 
Peak District have been shown to be of medieval date (stock and drovers’ enclosures for example), or even earlier 
(prehistoric and/or Romano-BriƟsh). 
 
Should the enclosure prove to be of archaeological significance it might have a strong bearing on the acceptability in 
principle of the development, or parts thereof. I therefore advise that under NPPF para 207 some site-based field 
evaluaƟon is needed to establish the nature, date and funcƟon of the enclosure and the associated geophysical 
features. In the absence of this informaƟon at present I object to the proposals on grounds of insufficient 
informaƟon in relaƟon to the significance of archaeological remains against the requirements of NPPF para 207.  
 
Regards 
 
Steve Baker MA MCIfA | Archaeologist | ConservaƟon, Heritage and Design | Place | Derbyshire County Council | 
direct dial:  
Visit Derbyshire Historic Environment Record | Follow us on Bluesky | Read ACID magazine 
 
 

Do you provide unpaid care for someone who couldn’t cope without your help? If so, we have 
a range of carer support services to help you with your caring role. Find out more on our 
website.  

Think before you print! Save energy and paper. Do you really need to print this email? 
 
Derbyshire County Council works to improve the lives of local people by delivering high quality services. You can find 
out more about us by visiting www.derbyshire.gov.uk. 
If you want to work for us go to our job pages on www.derbyshire.gov.uk/jobs. You can register for e-mail alerts, 
download job packs and apply on-line. 
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Please Note  
This email is confidential, may be legally privileged and may contain personal views that are not the views of 
Derbyshire County Council. It is intended solely for the addressee. If this email was sent to you in error please notify 
us by replying to the email. Once you have done this please delete the email and do not disclose, copy, distribute, or 
rely on it. 
Under the Data Protection Act 2018 and the Freedom of Information Act 2000 the contents of this email may be 
disclosed. 
Any personal information you have given us will be processed in accordance with our privacy notices, available at 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/privacynotices. 
 
Derbyshire County Council reserves the right to monitor both sent and received emails. 

 

CONTROLLED 


