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LP ECOLOGICAL SERVICES 
82 Forge Fields, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 3RD 

07470455880 

lizi@lpecologicalservices.co.uk 

 

14th October 2025 

 

BNG Exemption Statement 

 

Site name – Stephanie Works Unnamed Road from Leaden Knowle to Tramway Track, 

Chinley 

Planning application reference - HPK/2025/0394 

Planning application description - Proposal to demolish existing storage building and 

replace with new purpose-built storage building 

 

1. Article 7 (‘General requirements: applications for planning permission including 

outline planning permission’) of Part 3 of The Town and Country Planning 

(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, as amended by 

Regulation 5 of Part 4 of The Biodiversity Gain (Town and Country Planning) 

(Modifications and Amendments) (England) Regulations 2024 has introduced 

national validation prerequisites for planning applications relating to Biodiversity 

Net Gain (BNG).  
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2. Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021 introduced the concept of BNG into 

planning legislation, stating that “the biodiversity gain objective is met in relation to 

development for which planning permission is granted if the biodiversity value 

attributable to the development exceeds the pre-development biodiversity value of 

the onsite habitat by at least [10%]”.  

 
3. Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021 additionally mandates that biodiversity 

gain objectives will be achieved through the imposition of planning conditions, 

thus constituting a post permission process.  

 
4. However, certain types of development for which planning permission is required 

are exempt from biodiversity net gain requirements and planning conditions. These 

are outlined in The Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Exemptions) Regulations 2024  

 
5. The development proposals for this application meets the following exemption 

criterion from the Regulations (reference wording from the Regulations): 

 
De minimis exemption  

The biodiversity gain planning condition does not apply in relation to planning 

permission for this development because the proposal does not impact an onsite 

priority habitat and the proposal impacts less than 25 square metres of onsite 

habitat that has biodiversity value greater than zero and less than 5 metres in 

length of onsite linear habitat.  

 

Evidence 

The site comprises an existing building and areas of hardstanding used for car 

parking (see photos below). These habitats have zero biodiversity value. There are 

no vegetated habitats or habitats with a biodiversity value of greater than zero 
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within the site boundary. The site boundary excludes the trees surrounding the site 

and lies more than 10m from Black Brook to the south.  

 

The proposed building will cover the existing building footprint and an additional 

63m2 of hardstanding to the south. No habitats of biodiversity value will be 

impacted.  

 

  

  

 


