BERG Response to Applicant's Revised Ecological Survey (HPK/2024/0496)

It appears that Appendix 2: Habitat Map has been extended to include the eastern
part of the site, with a new date added (10/04/2025). However, there is no evidence
in the revised version that a further ecological survey—whether on-site or desk-
based—has been carried out on this eastern section. There is also no explanation
provided for why this area was omitted from the original survey. Furthermore why the
north eastern section of the site (highlighted below) continues to be omitted raises
guestions, especially considering that all of this site will be affected by the proposed
development.

Appendix 2: Habitat Map
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Figure 1. Revised Ecological Survey Habitat Map.

Photographic evidence included in both the original and revised ecological reports
only features the western part of the site. Notably, the tree and bush located at the
eastern end of the site (pictured below) have not been identified on the updated
Habitat Map. The tree and bush are clearly visible on satellite imagery and should
have been recorded if the eastern portion of the site had indeed been surveyed. Dr
Mark Cocker (author and naturalist) has identified this tree as a goat willow clump, a
species 3™ on the British list for trees, important for their ability to support
invertebrates.
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Figure 2. Omitted tree and bush.
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Figure 3. Omitted tree and bush shown on Google Maps.



In addition, the dry stone wall adjoining the eastern boundary—a key habitat
feature—has been omitted from both the original and revised survey versions. This
further suggests the eastern section has not been subject to proper ecological
assessment. Given the unique features of the site, it would be highly unlikely for a
gualified ecologist to overlook or misidentify such elements, raising serious concerns
about the validity and accuracy of both reports and may affect the Biodiversity Net
Gain of the application site.

The revised ecological report! also states that a further survey in 2025 is
“‘undesirable” as the grassland is presumed to be similar to that observed in 2015
and 2023. However, this view fails to consider the full range of habitats and wildlife
supported by the grassland. Derbyshire Wildlife Trust? has already commented that:

“We cannot advise that a robust assessment has taken place at this time of year
(December 2023). The report should be updated with a site visit in late
spring/summer to ensure a robust assessment and classification of onsite habitats
has been undertaken, in line with UKHabs guidance.”

It is increasingly evident that the applicant is seeking to avoid a spring/summer
survey, likely due to the presence of habitats beyond grassland—such as those
found just 70 metres away at Hogshaw Wildlife Site (LWS)—which cannot be
adequately identified through desk-based studies or winter surveys. This position is
supported by photographic evidence included in the BERG report.

Additionally, the revised ecological report states (Section 3.2.2):

“There is no direct connectivity from the site to the LWS (Hogshaw) and therefore no
direct impact is anticipated from the development.”

This directly contradicts the expert opinion of Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, which states:

“The site has a rail line along its eastern boundary, which provides an ideal corridor
for herptile dispersal.”

The proximity of the LWS also makes it highly likely that seeds, insects, butterflies,
and other species could naturally spread to the application site—especially during
spring and summer—via airborne or passive transmission. Suggesting a lack of
connectivity without significant physical barriers, is misleading and inaccurate.
Furthermore a Hogshaw LWS survey conducted by Steve Orridge (Appendix 1)
identifies numerous amounts of wildlife (240+) including the rare Bilberry Bumblebee,
to suggest that not one of these could naturally disperse onto the application site,
considering its close proximity is misleading.

Additionally, the revised ecological report states (Section 2.4.5):

‘there are no breeding habitats located on site or within 250m of the site boundary”
(for amphibious wildlife)

Contrary to the above two large natural ponds (full of amphibious life) exist at
Lowcroft adjacent the site for which there are no physical manmade barriers to limit


http://planning.highpeak.gov.uk/portal/servlets/AttachmentShowServlet?ImageName=551189
http://planning.highpeak.gov.uk/portal/servlets/AttachmentShowServlet?ImageName=549164

the movement of amphibious life. Coupled with the fact the eastern end of the site is
known to flood and has a high water table, likely creates suitable conditions for
amphibians and other species reliant on wetland habitats. Yet again no assessment
of this appears to have taken place.
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Figure 5a & 5b. Ponds at Lowcroft adjacent application site.



Figure 6. Amphibious life at northern part of the application site.



In section 2.4.4 of the ecological report it also states that

“a photograph of an ‘ordinary newt’ (non-GCN) has been submitted as part of the
current planning application from a garden located over 300 metres from the site. No
other amphibian species records were returned from within 250 metres of the site”

The above statement is false, the picture was submitted by John Overton of 6 Brown
Edge Close, this dwelling sits directly adjacent to the site and not over 300 metres
away as stated. The location of this dwelling is shown below.

Figure 7. Location of the Newt, adjacent application site.
Conclusion

The evidence clearly shows that the eastern section of the site has not been
adequately, accurately, or comprehensively surveyed. The omission of key features
calls into question the robustness of both the original and revised ecological reports
including amphibious life. As such, we strongly recommend that a full ecological
survey is carried out during late spring and summer to provide a true and reliable
assessment of the habitats present. Furthermore as the application site has not been
used for agriculture since October 2007, the scrub condition to which this site is
moving is now considered the most important, biodiverse and valued by Natural
England. In land recovery schemes this site would attract the highest payment.

We would also like to extend an invitation to the HPBC case officer who is
responsible for this application to visit the site during late spring/summer to make
their own observations and assessments in light of the concerns raised above.

Furthermore our comments are fully supported by Dr Mark Cocker, an author and
naturalist who has made his own observations and comments regarding the
ecological value of the application site. Dr Cockers comments are included in this
submission after the references and appendix below.
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Appendix 1 — Steve Orridge Hoghsaw Local Wildlife Site Survey.

Code Taxon Vernacular Authority Records [Individuals [First Recorded [Last Recorded | Status
6|Sorexaraneus Common Shrew Linnaeus, 1758 1 1 2020 2020
9|Talpa europaea Northern Mole Linnaeus, 1758 1 1 2023 2023

2.001|Acanthosoma haemorrhoidale Hawthorn Shieldbug (Linnaeus, 1758) 1 1 2020 2020(Common
4.045|Stigmella aurella amoth (Fabricius, 1775) 4 1 2019 2021|Common
42.019|Rhagonycha fulva (Scopoli, 1763) 2 2 2022 2022
69.034|Adalia decempunctata 10-spot Ladybird (Linnaeus, 1758) 2 2 2021 2021
69.042|Coccinella septempunctata 7-spot Ladybird Linnaeus, 1758 3 3 2021 2021
7.021|Palomena prasina Common Green Shieldbug (Linnaeus, 1761) 4 16 2021 2021|Common
7.024|Picromerus bidens Spiked Shieldbug (Linnaeus, 1758) 1 1 2021 2021|Common
79.002(Lagria hirta (Linnaeus, 1758) 1 1 2021 2021
80.009|0edemera nobilis Swollen-thighed Beetle (Scopoli, 1763) 1 1 2021 2021
85|Cepaea hortensis White-lipped Snail (O.F. Miiller, 1774) 1 1 2021 2021
9|Paroligolophus agrestis (Meade, 1855) 2 2 2021 2021
92.144|Agelastica alni (Linnaeus, 1758) 1 1 2021 2021|RDBK
95|Phasianus colchicus Pheasant Linnaeus, 1758 1 1 2021 2021|C
10.01|Rhopalus subrufus (Gmelin, 1788) 1 1 2021 2021 |Local
1016 |Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked StJohn's-wort Fr. 1 0 2020 2020
1023|(llex aquifolium Holly Linnaeus 2 0 2021 2021
10275|Apis mellifera Western Honey Bee Linnaeus, 1758 5 1 2020 2021
10277|Bombus lucorum sens. lat. White-tailed Bumblebee (Linnaeus, 1761) 2 ) 2020 2020
10277|Bombus lucorum/terrestris White-tailed/Buff-tailed Bumblebee 1 1 2021 2021
10279|Bombus terrestris Buff-tailed Bumblebee (Linnaeus, 1758) 4 1 2020 2021
10284 |Bombus lapidarius Red-tailed Bumblebee (Linnaeus, 1758) 4 2 2020 2021
10293|Bombus monticola Bilberry Bumblebee Smith, 1849 2 30 2020 2021
10294 |Bombus pratorum Early Bumblebee (Linnaeus, 1761) 1 1 2021 2021
10299|Bombus pascuorum Common Carder Bee (Scopoli, 1763) 8 1 2013 2021
1077|{Juncus tenuis Slender Rush willd. 1 0 2020 2020
10931|Dolichovespula sylvestris Tree Wasp (Scopoli, 1763) 1 1 2020 2020
1116(Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling Linnaeus 5 0 2020 2021
112|Oryctolagus cuniculus Rabbit (Linnaeus, 1758) 1 1 2023 2023
1142(Leycesteria formosa Himalayan Honeysuckle Wallich. 2 0 2020 2021
1164 (Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax Mill. 1 0 2020 2020
1173[Neottia ovata Common Twayblade (L.) Bluff & Fingerh. 1 0 2021 2021
1188(Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle Linnaeus 1 1 2023 2023
1191|Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil Linnaeus 1 0 2021 2021
125|Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley (L.) Hoffm. 2 0 2020 2021
1250 (Medicago lupulina Black Medick Linnaeus 4 1 2020 2021
126 |Anthyllis vulneraria KidneyVetch Linnaeus 1 0 2021 2021
13.03|Salmo trutta Brown Trout Linnaeus, 1758 1 4 2021 2021
1343 |Narcissus pseudonarcissus subsp. pseudonarcissus |Daffodil 2 0 2021 2021
1361 |Odontites vernus Red Bartsia (Bellardi) Dumort. 1 0 2020 2020
1423|Paeonia mascula Peony (Linnaeus) Miller 1 0 2020 2020
1447 |Petasites hybridus Butterbur (Linnaeus) P.Gaertner, Meyer & Scherb. 2 0 2021 2021
1466 |Asplenium scolopendrium Hart's-tongue L. 1 0 2021 2021
1487 Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain Linnaeus 1 0 2020 2020
15.089|Cameraria ohridella amoth Deschka & Dimic, 1986 2 0 2021 2021|{Common
1528|Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed (Houtt.) Ronse Decraene 2 0 2020 2020
1537|Persicaria maculosa Redshank Gray 1 0 2020 2020
1584 Potentilla anserina Silverweed Linnaeus 3 0 2020 2021
1611 (Prunus avium Wild Cherry (Linnaeus) Linnaeus 1 0 2020 2020
1628 |Pulmonaria officinalis Lungwort Linnaeus 1 0 2021 2021
1649|Ficaria verna Lesser Celandine Huds. 1 0 2021 2021
1660 |Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup Linnaeus 2 0 2020 2020
1675 |Dasineura urticae (Perris, 1840) 2 0 2021 2021
1687 Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron Linnaeus 1 1 2023 2023
1689(Iteomyia capreae (Winnertz, 1853) 1 0 2021 2021
169|Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-Grass (Linnaeus) P.Beauv. 2 0 2020 2021
1729|Rubus idaeus Raspberry Linnaeus 1 0 2020 2020
1742 |Rumex crispus Curled Dock Linnaeus 3 0 2020 2020
1748|Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock Linnaeus 1 0 2020 2020
175|Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort Linnaeus 4 0 2020 2021
177|Arum italicum Italian Lords-and-Ladies Mill. 1 0 2021 2021
1786(Rabdophaga rosaria (Loew, 1850) 1 0 2021 2021
18.01|Nabis limbatus Dahlbom, 1851 2 4 2021 2021|{Common
1805|Salixviminalis Osier L. 1 0 2020 2020
1818(Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet Linnaeus 1 ] 2020 2020
1822 (Cytisus scoparius Broom (Linnaeus) Link 2 0 2020 2021
1867 [Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort Linnaeus 2 0 2020 2020
1899(Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort Linnaeus 1 0 2020 2020
1902 (Senecio squalidus Oxford Ragwort Linnaeus 1 1 2021 2021
194|Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort Linnaeus 1 0 2020 2020
1953 [Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle (Linnaeus) Hill 1 0 2020 2020
20|Aegopodium podagraria Ground-elder L. 1 0 2020 2020
2005|Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort Linnaeus 2 0 2021 2021
2022|Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry (Linnaeus) S.F.Blake 2 0 2020 2020
2024|Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey Linnaeus 1 0 2020 2020
2033 (Tanacetum vulgare Tansy Linnaeus 1 ] 2020 2020
2034 |Taraxacum agg. Dandelion 1 0 2020 2020
208|Buteo buteo Buzzard (Linnaeus, 1758) 2 2 2021 2023 (A
2091 |Trifolium pratense Red Clover Linnaeus 1 0 2020 2020
2092|Trifolium repens White Clover Linnaeus 2 0 2013 2020
2109|Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot Linnaeus 3 0 2020 2021
2126(Urtica dioica Common Nettle L. 3 0 2020 2021
2171 Veronica hederifolia Ivy-leaved Speedwell L. 1 0 2021 2021
2184|Viburnum lantana Wayfaring-tree Linnaeus 1 1 2020 2020
2185|Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose Linnaeus 2 0 2021 2021
2189|Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch Linnaeus 1 0 2020 2020
22.093|Leptopterna dolabrata (Linnaeus, 1758) 2 2 2020 2020|Very common
22.1|Lygus pratensis (Linnaeus, 1758) 1 5 2021 2021|RDB3
22.181|Plagiognathus arbustorum (Fabricius, 1794) 3 3 2020 2020(|Verycommon
22.219|Stenodema laevigata (Linnaeus, 1758) 1 1 2021 2021 |Verycommon
2205|Vinca minor Lesser Periwinkle Linnaeus 1 0 2021 2021
2207|Aeshna grandis Brown Hawker (Linnaeus, 1758) 1 1 2021 2021
2241 |Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut Linnaeus 2 1 2021 2021
2243 |Euphrasia agg. Eyebright 1 0 2020 2020
2250|Ligustrum ovalifolium Garden Privet Hassk. 1 1 2023 2023
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Objection to Planning Application at Brown Edge Close

Dr Mark Cocker FRLS

The proposed development site at Brown Edge Close is a 3.3 acre field
previously used as cattle pasture by a local farmer. That practice was
discontinued in c2007 and it has developed into a rough scrubby area
that will, in time, acquire many of the pioneering tree species seen at
Hoghshaw: eg Silver Birch and Goat Willow.

These trees are the first to colonise such sites. They are also the third and
fourth most important tree species in Britain (after our two native oaks)
for their capacity to support a high diversity of invertebrates: 266 and
229 species respectively.! There is a large goat willow clump already
developed on site, along with horse chestnut, hawthorn and large areas
of bramble and wild raspberry bushes.

The field was classified as semi-improved grassland by the ecological
consultants who completed a survey in winter, when the site exhibits
none of its characteristic richness for Nature. Had they come in July they
would have found a tall herb stand thick with flowering rosebay
willowherb, flowering brambles, flowering common hogweed, creeping
and spear thistles, which in combination are a massive draw for
nectaring insects. No January survey could anticipate this wildlife
abundance.

The site supports both nectaring and breeding bumblebees of seven
species (Buff-tailed, White-tailed and Red-tailed Bumblebees, Common
Carder Bee, Garden, Early and Tree Bumblebees) but the full range of
nectaring species here includes Bilberry Bumblebee Bombus montanus
one of the most special insects in Buxton. The town station area includes
an exhibition about the bee. It is the subject of Great Buxton Bilberry
Bumblebee Hunt.3 It is judged to be a scarce and declining species
nationally. Our Derbyshire town and its surrounding areas are the most
south-easterly site for it in Britain.2 The wider Hogshaw area is a major
nectaring area for the worker bees, even though their nests are on



adjacent moorland sites. They fly down to feed, especially in high
summer when this field is a profusion of flowers.

This would be lost were the site developed. Bumblebees have been
chosen, incidentally, not because they are the only insects affected.
Rather they are representative of an issue affecting all invertebrates:
moths, butterflies, hoverflies, beetles, etc

They also well illustrate an issue central to the whole planning system,
which tries to argue for a compartmentalised version of the living world.
This is not how Nature operates. Species such as Bilberry Bumblebees
need nesting sites on moorland, but they feed in suburban and urban
fields, sometimes miles away, where food is more available. That same
connectivity, which was totally ignored in the commissioned
environmental impact assessment, means that the field is an integral
part of both its surrounding area and of the wider Hogshaw matrix.

To deal with the latter first, Hogshaw, a former municipal tip, has
evolved in the last 40 years to a semi-natural woodland of primary
importance for Nature and for people within the town footprint. No site,
other than designated woods, many of them owned or managed by
Buxton Civic Association, equals Hogshaw for wildlife importance or for
its role in supporting recreation and exercise for and by the local
community.

The same process of interconnection operates within the footprint of the
proposed development field. The areas immediately adjacent and the
shrubbery and trees on the boundaries, but also within the site, support
breeding Blackbirds, as well as four breeding summer migrant species:
Willow Warbler and Common Whitethroat, Garden Warblers and
Chiffchaff. The last two species have increased in Britain, the first
expanding its range by 12.6% and Chiffchaffs have increased their
numbers by 158%. Yet Blackbirds (-19%), Willow Warbler (-9%) and
Common Whitethroat (-63%) are all declining.4



It is assumed that these species may be affected partly by climate change,
but one indisputable factor in all wildlife decline is loss of habitat. At a
local level, people are making seemingly insignificant choices about one
development site after another, just like the one at Brown Edge Close.
These small supposedly ‘insignificant’ plots are being gobbled up
everywhere. And while each on its own may be judged ‘unimportant’,
when aggregated they are massively significant. Because Nature doesn’t
operate in bits — this part for houses, this site for recreation, this bit for
Nature. The sum of life operates at the level of the whole. It is a unitary
network. It is because we have ignored that central truth that Britain is
judged among the 24 (of 240 nations) most denatured countries on
Earth. England by itself is even lower still on that list.4

The Environment Act 2021 was a response to the pitiful status of our
country for wildlife. It enshrines an aspiration to secure 30 per cent of
land for Nature by the year 2030. In placing such a challenge upon us,
politicians have assumed that the regions to perform the heavy-lifting in
this reversal of British wildlife loss will be our national parks.

In Buxton, which lies outside the Peak District National Park boundary,
we might think that we can afford to lose sites such as the Brown Edge
Close field, because our region is so rich with the park on our doorstep.
This is not the case.

In 2024, the Campaign for National Parks issued a health check report
on the condition of all Britain’s national parks. It judged that 6 per cent
of the entire national-park estate was effectively managed for Nature. So,
94 per cent is in poor shape.® The frontline on the matter of Nature loss
in Britain doesn’t begin or end on a national park boundary. It is right
here, in Buxton, on Brown Edge Road, in this field.
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