From: Steve Baker (Place)

To: Declan Cleary

Cc: Planning (HPBC

Subject: RE: HPK/2024/0467 - BESS Scheme, A6, Dove Holes

Date: 11 March 2025 13:28:23

Attachments: HPK20240467 LAND WEST OF Buxton Road Dove Holes. Battery Energy Storage System and associated

works - archaeology.msq
HPK20240467 LAND WEST OF Buxton Road Dove Holes. Battery Energy Storage System and associated
works - archaeology.msq

Dear Declan,

Thank you for reconsulting on the above planning application, following submission of
additional information. | have previously provided comments on this application on
10/12/2024 and 29/01/2025 (attached).

The proposal site contains part of the line of a Roman road thought to run from Buxton to
the fort at Melandra, Glossop (properly Ardotalia) — Derbyshire HER MDR11199 and
MDR230. The preservation and significance of the road varies greatly along its length, but
the section within the current site appears on the basis of LiDAR and aerial photography to
be represented by a well-preserved earthwork bank (known as the agger, on which the road
surface would have been constructed), and this feature is also picked up in the recently
submitted geophysics. Because sections of well-preserved agger elsewhere in the county
are scheduled, | recommend on this basis that the local planning authority considers these
Roman road remains nationally important and therefore applies NPPF footnote 75, that
“Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest, which are demonstrably of
equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject to the
policies for designated heritage assets”.

In my most recent advice | objected to the proposals because of a lack of clarity in terms of
proposed impacts to the Roman road earthwork and associated archaeological remains, in
terms of the information base at NPPF para 208 and proportionate to a nationally
important asset. | indicated that this objection could be overcome as follows:

1) The extent of the existing earthwork agger should be marked on development plans
including the Figure 4 Landscape Plan. An appropriate buffer to the edge of the earthwork
from any part of the development should be at least 5m - this would usually cover the
extent of any side ditches and was the buffer applied by Historic England in relation to the
scheduled agger at Brassington Lane, Old Tupton. The buffer must be shown and
quantified on the development plans.

2) Proposals should be included to cover the management of the heritage asset within the
site going forward, with a management regime put in place to promote conservation of the
Roman road both above and below-ground.

The applicant has submitted additional information, comprising an amended layout and
landscaping plan which now show the Roman road line with a quantified 5m buffer
applied, and | am now satisfied that the development proposals would not harm this
nationally important heritage asset. | have not seen any further submission against point 2
above; however | am inclined to suggest that the management of the heritage asset going
forward - including the development and delivery of a management plan - could
adequately be secured through a planning condition which would need to apply pre-
commencement on the development (i.e. that the management planis in place and agreed
before any work commences on site).

| have also considered the possibility of further archaeological remains within the wider
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Dear Declan,

Thank you for reconsulting on the above planning application. I previously provided comments in Dec 2024 and the applicant has subsequently submitted their geophysical survey which also includes LiDAR imagery.

 

The proposal site contains part of the line of a Roman road thought to run from Buxton to the fort at Melandra, Glossop (properly Ardotalia) – Derbyshire HER MDR11199 and MDR230. The preservation and significance of the road varies greatly along its length, but the section within the current site appears on the basis of LiDAR and aerial photography to be represented by a well-preserved earthwork bank (known as the agger, on which the road surface would have been constructed), and this feature is also picked up in the recently submitted geophysics. Because sections of well-preserved agger elsewhere in the county are scheduled, I recommend on this basis that the local planning authority considers these Roman road remains nationally important and therefore applies NPPF footnote 75, that “Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest, which are demonstrably of equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject to the policies for designated heritage assets”.

 

The Roman road remains within the site are therefore subject to NPPF paras 212-215 for designated heritage assets, with ‘great weight’ given to the asset’s conservation. In previous comments I noted in summary that the local planning authority needed ‘clarity over how … archaeological remains on the site might be impacted by the current proposals’.

 

The current site plan aims (Heritage Statement Plates 6 and 7) to incorporate the BESS development wholly to the east of the Roman road earthwork with ‘a buffer from the development to safeguard the asset’ (6.28). The caption on Plate 7 reads ‘the nearest container is over 8m from the spread of the Roman road’. However, Roman roads often have side ditches to each side which would be outside the spread of the agger, and the presence/absence of these has not been established, nor is the agger earthwork marked on any of the submitted development plans such as the Figure 4 Landscape Plan. Although I note the buffer between the containers and agger earthwork the Landscape Plan shows an internal access track and perimeter fence between the containers and the monument, which – working from the drawing scale – could well bring the development almost on top of the earthwork and potentially over associated remains to the side. 

 

In addition, although the Roman road is within the red line boundary and within a landscaped area, it is unclear how the applicant proposes to manage the monument within the site going forward in terms of its conservation, when for example self-set trees could damage the earthwork through root action. 

 

There is consequently therefore still a lack of clarity in terms of potential impacts to the Roman road earthwork and associated archaeological remains, in terms of the information base at NPPF para 208 and proportionate to a nationally important asset. Put simply, we do not know how close the edge of the development is to the nationally important archaeological remains, and consequently how they will be impacted. I therefore maintain my previous objection to these proposals in terms of a lack of information against NPPF para 208 and in recognition of the high level of importance attached to these assets.

 

This objection may be addressed as follows:

1.  The extent of the existing earthwork agger should be marked on development plans including the Figure 4 Landscape Plan. An appropriate buffer to the edge of the earthwork from any part of the development should be at least 5m – this would usually cover the extent of any side ditches and was the buffer applied by Historic England in relation to the scheduled agger at Brassington Lane, Old Tupton. The buffer must be shown and quantified on the development plans.

2.  Proposals should be included to cover the management of the heritage asset within the site going forward, with a management regime put in place to promote conservation of the Roman road both above and below-ground.

 

I have also considered the possibility of further archaeological remains within the wider site – whether associated with the Roman road earthwork or not. The geophysical survey suggests that some features may be present to the west of the road line but there are none detected on the east where the proposed BESS site is located (though geophysical survey is not of course foolproof). Roadside settlement of Roman date is possible but is rare in my experience within Derbyshire outside the immediate environs of towns/settlements. I also note that BESS development can be very light touch (or even zero-dig) in terms of ground impact, which lends itself to avoidance of impacts by design. I therefore feel on balance that provided the applicant applies the appropriate buffering/management to the known road line as outlined above, further archaeological assessment of the development area by trial trenching can be deferred post-consent and secured by planning condition. This would require testing of the development footprint by trenching and subsequent mitigation of development impacts to significant archaeology by design or excavation/recording as appropriate.

 

Regards 

 

Steve Baker MA MCIfA | Archaeologist | Conservation, Heritage and Design | Place | Derbyshire County Council | direct dial: 01629 539773

Visit Derbyshire Historic Environment Record Home - Derbyshire Historic Environment Record| Follow us on Bluesky: @derbyshirearch.bsky.social
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Dear Rosie,

Thank you for consulting on the above planning application.

 

The proposal site contains part of the line of a Roman road thought to run from Buxton to the fort at Melandra, Glossop (properly Ardotalia) – Derbyshire HER MDR11199 and MDR230. The preservation and significance of the road varies greatly along its length, but it is worth noting that well-preserved stretches of Roman road within the county are scheduled and Historic England have added sites over the last few years, so there is a meaningful probability that remains within the site could be nationally important.

 

I was approached for pre-application advice by Pegasus Planning in September 2024, and advised that it was important to assemble a heritage baseline for the archaeological remains within the site (as part of establishing significance as per NPPF para 200), and that this should include combination of strands of evidence from LiDAR, aerial photographs, a site walkover, and a good geophysical survey.

 

In reading the applicant’s heritage statement it appears that some or all of this work must have been done, as images from the geophysical survey are reproduced. There is a proposal for retention of the Roman road line within the development, which if achievable would indeed be positive. However, we do not yet have the detail of the archaeological background for the site as outlined above and in my pre-application advice. The geophysical survey report has not been submitted, there is no archaeological desk-based assessment or site walkover photos, no LiDAR and no aerial photographs. It is not therefore at present possible to understand what is on the site, how well preserved it is, and how it may or may not be impacted by the development proposals. It is worth noting also in passing that some potentially archaeological marks are also present on aerial photos off the road line, so it is important that there are all assessed against the background of the geophysics. 

 

I therefore objection to the proposals as currently submitted because of a lack of information to establish archaeological significance in line with NPPF para 200, and noting the possible presence of nationally important archaeology on the site. 

 

This objection could be addressed by the applicant submitting a more detailed archaeological baseline combining the layers of information as summarised above, with clarity over how potential archaeological remains on the site might be impacted by the current proposals.

 

Regards

 

Steve Baker MA MCIfA | Archaeologist | Conservation, Heritage and Design | Place | Derbyshire County Council | direct dial: 01629 539773

Visit Derbyshire Historic Environment Record Home - Derbyshire Historic Environment Record| Support ACID magazine here: Crowdfunder: Save ACID Magazine

 


site — whether associated with the Roman road earthwork or not. The geophysical survey
suggests that some features may be present to the west of the road line but there are none
detected on the east where the proposed BESS site is located (though geophysical survey
is not of course foolproof). Roadside settlement of Roman date is possible butis rare in my
experience within Derbyshire outside the immediate environs of towns/settlements. | also
note that BESS development can be very light touch (or even zero-dig) in terms of ground
impact, which lends itself to avoidance of impacts by design. | therefore recommend on
balance that further archaeological assessment of the development area by trial trenching
can be deferred post-consent and secured by planning condition. This would require
testing of the development footprint by trenching and subsequent mitigation of
development impacts to significant archaeology by design or excavation/recording as
appropriate.

| consequently have no further objection to the development proposals, subject to the
imposition of planning conditions as follows, in line with para 212, footnote 75 and para
218 of the NPPF:

"a) No development shall take place until a Written Scheme of Investigation for
archaeological work has been submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in
writing, and until any pre-start element of the approved scheme has been completed to the
written satisfaction of the local planning authority. The scheme shall include an
assessment of significance and research questions; and

1. The programme and methodology of site investigation and recording

2. The programme for post investigation assessment

3. Provision to be made for analysis of the site investigation and recording

4. Provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the analysis and records of
the site investigation

5. Provision to be made for archive deposition of the analysis and records of the site
investigation

6. Nomination of a competent person or persons/organization to undertake the works set
out within the Written Scheme of Investigation

7. A Conservation and Management Plan in relation to the Roman road within the site,
detailing the measures to be taken during the construction and operational phases of the
development to secure the preservation in situ and ongoing conservation of this heritage
asset."

"b) No development shall take place other than in accordance with the archaeological
Written Scheme of Investigation approved under condition (a)."

"c) The development shall not be brought into use until the site investigation and post
investigation assessment has been completed in accordance with the programme set out
in the archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation approved under condition (a) and
the provision to be made for publication and dissemination of results and archive
deposition has been secured."

Regards

Steve Baker maMcifa | Archaeologist | Conservation, Heritage and Design | Place |
Derbyshire County Council | direct dial: 01629 539773

Visit Derbyshire Historic Environment Record | Follow us on Bluesky | Read ACID magazine
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From: Declan Cleary

Sent: 26 February 2025 09:32

To: Steve Baker (Place)

Subject: HPK/2024/0467 - BESS Scheme, A6, Dove Holes

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Steve,

I have been instructed to deal with the above application, as case officer, on behalf
of High Peak Borough Council.

We received an amended layout and heritage response on 20/02 and | understand
that you have (hopefully) been reconsulted on these.

| have just received an updated site plan and landscape plan which now shows the
route of the Roman Road and a suggested buffer (same layout as the 20/02 plan). |
attach these for information in advance of receiving your formal response to the
consultation.

Any queries please let me know.

Kind Regards

Declan

Declan Cleary (for HPBC)

Do you provide unpaid care for someone who couldn’t cope without your help?
If so, we have a range of carer support services to help you with your caring role.
Find out more on our website.

Think before you print! Save energy and paper. Do you really need to print this email?

Derbyshire County Council works to improve the lives of local people by delivering high
quality services. You can find out more about us by visiting www.derbyshire.gov.uk.

If you want to work for us go to our job pages on www.derbyshire.gov.uk/jobs. You can
register for e-mail alerts, download job packs and apply on-line.

Please Note

This email is confidential, may be legally privileged and may contain personal views that
are not the views of Derbyshire County Council. It is intended solely for the addressee. If
this email was sent to you in error please notify us by replying to the email. Once you have
done this please delete the email and do not disclose, copy, distribute, or rely on it.

Under the Data Protection Act 2018 and the Freedom of Information Act 2000 the contents
of this email may be disclosed.

Any personal information you have given us will be processed in accordance with our

privacy notices, available at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/privacynotices.

Derbyshire County Council reserves the right to monitor both sent and received emails.
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