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Dear Declan,
Thank you for reconsulting on the above planning application. I previously provided
comments in Dec 2024 and the applicant has subsequently submitted their geophysical
survey which also includes LiDAR imagery.
The proposal site contains part of the line of a Roman road thought to run from Buxton
to the fort at Melandra, Glossop (properly Ardotalia) – Derbyshire HER MDR11199 and
MDR230. The preservation and significance of the road varies greatly along its length,
but the section within the current site appears on the basis of LiDAR and aerial
photography to be represented by a well-preserved earthwork bank (known as the
agger, on which the road surface would have been constructed), and this feature is also
picked up in the recently submitted geophysics. Because sections of well-preserved
agger elsewhere in the county are scheduled, I recommend on this basis that the local
planning authority considers these Roman road remains nationally important and
therefore applies NPPF footnote 75, that “Non-designated heritage assets of
archaeological interest, which are demonstrably of equivalent significance to scheduled
monuments, should be considered subject to the policies for designated heritage
assets”.
The Roman road remains within the site are therefore subject to NPPF paras 212-215
for designated heritage assets, with ‘great weight’ given to the asset’s conservation. In
previous comments I noted in summary that the local planning authority needed ‘clarity
over how … archaeological remains on the site might be impacted by the current
proposals’.
The current site plan aims (Heritage Statement Plates 6 and 7) to incorporate the BESS
development wholly to the east of the Roman road earthwork with ‘a buffer from the
development to safeguard the asset’ (6.28). The caption on Plate 7 reads ‘the nearest
container is over 8m from the spread of the Roman road’. However, Roman roads often
have side ditches to each side which would be outside the spread of the agger, and the
presence/absence of these has not been established, nor is the agger earthwork
marked on any of the submitted development plans such as the Figure 4 Landscape
Plan. Although I note the buffer between the containers and agger earthwork the
Landscape Plan shows an internal access track and perimeter fence between the
containers and the monument, which – working from the drawing scale – could well
bring the development almost on top of the earthwork and potentially over associated
remains to the side.
In addition, although the Roman road is within the red line boundary and within a
landscaped area, it is unclear how the applicant proposes to manage the monument
within the site going forward in terms of its conservation, when for example self-set
trees could damage the earthwork through root action.
There is consequently therefore still a lack of clarity in terms of potential impacts to the
Roman road earthwork and associated archaeological remains, in terms of the
information base at NPPF para 208 and proportionate to a nationally important asset.
Put simply, we do not know how close the edge of the development is to the nationally
important archaeological remains, and consequently how they will be impacted. I
therefore maintain my previous objection to these proposals in terms of a lack of
information against NPPF para 208 and in recognition of the high level of importance
attached to these assets.
This objection may be addressed as follows:
1. The extent of the existing earthwork agger should be marked on development plans



including the Figure 4 Landscape Plan. An appropriate buffer to the edge of the
earthwork from any part of the development should be at least 5m – this would
usually cover the extent of any side ditches and was the buffer applied by Historic
England in relation to the scheduled agger at Brassington Lane, Old Tupton. The
buffer must be shown and quantified on the development plans.

2. Proposals should be included to cover the management of the heritage asset within
the site going forward, with a management regime put in place to promote
conservation of the Roman road both above and below-ground.

I have also considered the possibility of further archaeological remains within the wider 
site – whether associated with the Roman road earthwork or not. The geophysical 
survey suggests that some features may be present to the west of the road line but 
there are none detected on the east where the proposed BESS site is located (though 
geophysical survey is not of course foolproof). Roadside settlement of Roman date is 
possible but is rare in my experience within Derbyshire outside the immediate environs 
of towns/settlements. I also note that BESS development can be very light touch (or 
even zero-dig) in terms of ground impact, which lends itself to avoidance of impacts by 
design. I therefore feel on balance that provided the applicant applies the appropriate 
buffering/management to the known road line as outlined above, further archaeological 
assessment of the development area by trial trenching can be deferred post-consent 
and secured by planning condition. This would require testing of the development 
footprint by trenching and subsequent mitigation of development impacts to significant 
archaeology by design or excavation/recording as appropriate.
Regards
Steve Baker MA MCIfA | Archaeologist | Conservation, Heritage and Design | Place |
Derbyshire County Council |
Visit Derbyshire Historic Environment Record Home - Derbyshire Historic 
Environment Record| Follow us on Bluesky: @derbyshirearch.bsky.social
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