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Introduction  

Buxton Road BESS is a proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) site located within 
the High Peak district just north of the town of Buxton. Due to the location and nature of 
the project, and guided by an audit of the local community, a programme of engagement 
was undertaken to inform stakeholders and the local community about the proposed 
development.  

Grenergy understands the importance of engagement and providing information about 
the project- including why it is needed, the design and layout, and what construction and 
operation will look like. This gives the opportunity for community members to raise 
questions and concerns around the development, while allowing the applicant to respond 
to them clearly; maintaining transparency and building trust throughout.  

Communications and engagement for Buxton Road BESS included:  

• Dedicated website page launched.  
• An introductory letter sent to identified key stakeholders including the offer of a 

briefing.  
• A newsletter mailed out to key stakeholders and residents in the immediate vicinity 

of the site.  
• Briefings for interested parties. 

Future communications will also include email updates at key milestones and throughout 
construction, should the project be granted approval. This will be distributed to those on 
the key stakeholder list and any that sign up on the website to be kept up to date via email.  

Engage Agency facilitated the engagement on behalf of Grenergy Renewables UK (the 
applicant) and has produced this Engagement Summary to accompany the application.  
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Communications and engagement activity  

Website  

A dedicated web page was launched in August 
2024 as a central hub for information on the 
project.  

This includes plans, a timeline, FAQs, contact 
details and an email sign-up to receive future 
updates on the project.  

 

 

 

 

 

Introductory Letter  

A letter to introduce the project was sent to identified key stakeholders (outlined in the 
below table) on 12 August 2024. The letter gave a summary of the project, outlined why it is 
needed, where it would be located, the development timeline, and an offer of a briefing.  

Organisation First Name Last Name Job Title 

UK House of Commons John  Pearce MP for High Peak 

Derbyshire County Council Cllr Linda Grooby North Buxton and East Division 

Derbyshire County Council Cllr Tony Kemp Buxton West Division 

High Peak Borough Council Cllr Peter Roberts Limestone Peak Ward 

Wormhill and Fairfield Parish Council   Parish Clerk 

Chapel-en-le-Firth Parish Council   Parish Clerk 

Stakeholder briefings  

Following initial communication with identified key stakeholders the following briefings 
have taken place: 
 

Date and 
Location  Organisation First Name Last Name Job Title 

18th September 
2024 – Teams 
meeting 

Derbyshire County Council Cllr Linda Grooby 
North Buxton and East 
Division 

High Peak Borough Council Cllr Peter Roberts Limestone Peak Ward 

5th November 
2024 – In person 
meeting  

Wormhill and Fairfield Parish 
Council 4 x parish councillors  
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From the stakeholders briefed, the sentiment has been neutral/positive, and briefings 
appreciated – particularly the in-person parish council meeting. The primary interest has 
been to understand what the project is, what is associated with its development, and why 
the development is proposed at this location. The overall need for the project was 
recognised, and when specific site selection criteria was explained, attendees were 
understanding and seemed satisfied with the response as to the rationale behind the 
scheme’s location.  
 
Key points of interest to note: 

• Traffic - the A6 (Buxton Road) which runs alongside the site is generally very busy 
and can be subject to traffic jams. Concerns were raised over the impact of 
construction traffic, particularly at peak times, and the addition of temporary 
traffic lights (not currently proposed) would not be welcome.  

• Visual - concerns as to how it will look within the current landscape. Once 
proposed planting measures were shown, attendees seemed satisfied and 
appreciated the applicant taking the full field for Biodiversity Net Gain and 
landscaping purposes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter  
 
A newsletter providing detailed information on 
the proposals, along with how to find out more 
information and get in contact with Grenergy, 
was sent to the key stakeholders identified 
above and distributed to 76 residential and 
business addresses around the proposed site in 
September 2024. The distribution area is shown 
in the plan opposite.  
 
A visual of the newsletter can be seen below. No 
follow-up communication was received from 
the community following issue of the 
newsletter. 
 
 
 

 
 

Proposed site  

A6  
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