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Appendix 5:   Author Qualifications 

Adam West, Principal Ecologist  

BSc (Hons) Animal and Wildlife Management.  

Adam joined JCA to lead the expanding ecology department. Having returned to education as a mature student, Adam 

studied Countryside Management for two years before undertaking a Batchelor’s degree, for which he was awarded First 

Class Honours. Adam has many years’ experience in ecological consultancy, working on projects ranging from individual 

planning applications to national infrastructure projects. Adam holds a Natural England Level 1 great crested newt survey 

class licence, a Natural England Level 2 bat survey class licence (and the Scottish and Welsh equivalents) and a CSCS 

card.  

Eleanor Clark, Consultant Ecologist 

BSc (Hons) Biology, MSc Biodiversity, Ecology & Ecosystems, MRSB. 

Eleanor gained her undergraduate degree in biology in 2017 from the University of Portsmouth before going on to complete 

an MSc in Biodiversity, Ecology & Ecosystems at the University of York in 2019. Eleanor has 3 years of experience in 

ecological consultancy working with experience surveying for a range of protected species. Eleanor has completed training 

courses in designing for Biodiversity Net Gain and UK Hab training courses in the UK Hab classification system and the 

use of UK Hab within the Biodiversity Metric. 

Alex Donovan, Graduate Ecologist 

MBIOL, BSc Biology (Industrial). 

Alex joined JCA in 2023 after graduating from the University of Leeds with a First Class Honours Integrated Master’s 

degree in Biology. As part of his degree programme, Alex spent an industrial placement year working in the Uplands 

Research Department of the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust, assisting on various ecological surveys and projects. 

Alex is a registered Trainee Bird Ringer, licensed through the BTO, and has previously conducted seasonal bat emergence 

and transect surveys.  

Richard Westwood, Graduate Ecologist  

BA (Hons) History and Politics  

Rick gained his undergraduate degree in History and Politics in 2001 from Leeds Metropolitan University before going on 

to complete a PGCE in History at the University of Leeds in 2003. After 18 years in secondary education and the NHS, 

Rick began assisting on bat emergence surveys in 2023, after which, he gained employment as a Graduate Ecologist at 

JCA Ltd.   
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The Information and advice which we have prepared and provided is true and has 

been prepared and provided in accordance with the CIEEM’s Code of Professional 

Conduct. We confirm that the opinions expressed are our true and bona fide opinions.  

 

Signed 

 

.................................................................... 

Alex Donovan MBIOL, BSc (Hons) 

11/10/2024 
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Richard Westwood 

14/10/2024 

 

Approved by 
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Adam West BSc (Hons), ACIEEM 

16/10/2024 
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