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INDICATOR GOOD (3 POINTS) MODERATE (2 POINTS) POOR (1 POINT) SCORE PER INDICATOR 

1 Age Distribution of Trees Three age classes present Two age classes present One age class present 2 

2 
Wild, Domestic and Feral 

Herbivore Damage 
No significant browsing 

damage evident in woodland2 

Evidence of significant browsing 
pressure is present in 40% or 

less of whole woodland 

Evidence of significant 
browsing pressure is 

present in 40% or more 
of whole woodland 

3 

3 Invasive Plant Species 
No invasive species present 

in woodland 

Rhododendron or laurel not 
present, other invasive species < 

10% cover 

Rhododendron or laurel 
present, or other 

invasive species > 10% 
cover 

2 
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INDICATOR GOOD (3 POINTS) MODERATE (2 POINTS) POOR (1 POINT) SCORE PER INDICATOR 

4 
Number Of Native Tree 

Species 

Five or more native tree or 
shrub species found across 

woodland parcel 

Three to four native tree or shrub 
species found across woodland 

parcel 

None to two native tree 
or shrub species across 

woodland parcel 
3 

5 
Cover Of Native Tree And 

Shrub Species 

> 80% of canopy trees and 
>80% of understory shrubs 

are native 

50-80% of canopy trees and 50-
80% of understory shrubs are 

native 

< 50% of canopy trees 
and <50% of understory 

shrubs are native 
3 

6 
Open Space Within 

Woodland 

10 – 20% of woodland has 
areas of temporary open 

space, unless woodland is 
<10ha in which case lower 
threshold of 10% does not 

apply 

21- 40% of woodland has areas 
of temporary open space 

More than 40%  of 
woodland has areas of 
temporary open space 

3 

7 Woodland Regeneration5 

All three classes present in 
woodland; trees 4-7cm dbh, 
saplings and seedlings or 

advanced coppice regrowth 

One or two classes only present 
in woodland 

No classes or coppice 
regrowth present in 

woodland 
2 
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INDICATOR GOOD (3 POINTS) MODERATE (2 POINTS) POOR (1 POINT) SCORE PER INDICATOR 

8 Tree Health 
Tree mortality less than 10%, 
no pests or diseases and no 

crown dieback 

11% to 25% mortality  and/or 
crown dieback or low risk pest or 

disease present 

Greater than 25% tree 
mortality and or any 

high-risk pest or disease 
present 

3 

9 
Vegetation And Ground 

Flora 
Ancient woodland flora 

indicators present 
Recognisable NVC plant 

community present 
No recognisable NVC 

community 
3 

10 
Woodland Vertical 

Structure 

Three or more storeys across 
all survey plots or a complex 

woodland 

Two storeys across all survey 
plots 

One or less storey 
across all survey plots 

2 

11 Veteran Trees 
Two or more veteran trees 

per hectare 
One veteran tree per hectare 

No veteran trees present 
in woodland 

1 
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INDICATOR GOOD (3 POINTS) MODERATE (2 POINTS) POOR (1 POINT) SCORE PER INDICATOR 

12 Amount Of Deadwood 

50% of all survey plots within 
the woodland parcel have 
standing deadwood, large 
dead branches/ stems and 

stumps 

Between 25% and 50% of all 
survey plots within the woodland 
parcel have standing deadwood, 
large dead branches/ stems and 

stumps 

Less than 25% of all 
survey plots within the 
woodland parcel  have 

standing deadwood, 
large dead branches/ 

stems and stumps 

1 

13 Woodland Disturbance 
No nutrient enrichment or 
damaged ground evident 

Less than 1 hectare in total of 
nutrient enrichment across 

woodland area and/or less than 
20% of woodland area has 

damaged ground 

More than 1 hectare of 
nutrient enrichment 

and/or more than 20% of 
woodland area has 
damaged ground 

2 

Total Score 28 
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ATTRIBUTES AND 
FUNCTIONAL GROUPINGS 

(A, B, C, D AND E) 

CRITERIA - THE 
MINIMUM 

REQUIREMENTS FOR 
‘FAVOURABLE 
CONDITION’ 

CRITERIA DESCRIPTION 
CRITERION 

PASSED (YES 
OR NO) 

A1. Height 
>1.5 m average along 
length 

The average height of woody growth estimated from base of stem to the top of the 
shoots, excluding any bank beneath the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees. 
 
Newly laid or coppiced hedgerows are indicative of good management and pass this 
criterion for up to a maximum of four years (if undertaken according to good practice). 
 
A newly planted hedgerow does not pass this criterion (unless it is >1.5 m height). 

No 

A2. Width 
>1.5 m average along 
length 

The average width of woody growth estimated at the widest point of the canopy, 
excluding gaps and isolated trees.  
 
Outgrowths (such as blackthorn Prunus spinosa suckers) are only included in the 
width estimate when they are >0.5 m in height. 
 
Laid, coppiced, cut and newly planted hedgerows are indicative of good management 
and pass this criterion for up to a maximum of four years (if undertaken according to 
good practice). 

No 
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B1. Gap - hedge base 

Gap between ground 
and base of canopy 
<0.5 m for >90% of 
length 

This is the vertical ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the hedgerow, and its 
distance from the ground to the lowest leafy growth. 
 
Certain exceptions to this criterion are acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow 
Survey Handbook). 

Yes 

B2. 
Gap - hedge canopy 

continuity 

Gaps make up <10% 
of total length; and  
No canopy gaps >5 m 

This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps are 
complete breaks in the woody canopy (no matter how small).  
 
Access points and gates contribute to the overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to 
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical size of a gate). 

Yes 
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C1. 
Undisturbed ground 

and perennial 
vegetation 

>1 m width of 
undisturbed ground 
with perennial 
herbaceous 
vegetation for >90% of 
length: 
· Measured from outer 
edge of hedgerow; 
and 
· Is present on one 
side of the hedgerow 
(at least). 

This is the level of disturbance (excluding wildlife disturbance) at the base of the 
hedgerow. 
 
Undisturbed ground is present for at least 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than 1 
m in width and must be present along at least one side of the hedgerow.  
 
This criterion recognises the value of the hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with 
the capacity to support a wide range of species. Cultivation, heavily trodden footpaths, 
poached ground etc. can limit available habitat niches. 

No 

C2. 
Nutrient-enriched 

perennial vegetation 

Plant species 
indicative of nutrient 
enrichment of soils 
dominate <20% cover 
of the area of 
undisturbed ground. 

The indicator species used are nettles Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and docks 
Rumex spp. Their presence, either singly or together, does not exceed the 20% cover 
threshold. 

Yes 

D1. 
Invasive and 

neophyte species 

>90% of the hedgerow 
and undisturbed 
ground is free of 
invasive non-native 
plant species 
(including those listed 
on Schedule 9 of 
WCA3) and recently 
introduced species. 

Recently introduced species refer to plants that have naturalised in the UK since AD 
1500 (neophytes).  Archaeophytes count as natives. For information on 
archaeophytes and neophytes see the JNCC website4, as well as the BSBI website5 
where the ‘Online Atlas of the British and Irish Flora’6 contains an up-to-date list of the 
status of species. For information on invasive non-native species see the GB Non-
Native Secretariat website7. 

Yes 
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D2. Current damage 

>90% of the hedgerow 
or undisturbed ground 
is free of damage 
caused by human 
activities. 

This criterion addresses damaging activities that may have led to or lead to 
deterioration in other attributes.  
 
This could include evidence of pollution, piles of manure or rubble, or inappropriate 
management practices (for example, excessive hedgerow cutting). 

No 

 


