
Centrica Business Solutions: Botanical Survey 312614 
© 2024, Mabbett & Associates Ltd Page 18 of 23 

protected species or anything derived from a protected species, which has been unlawfully taken from the 
wild. 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 

The WCA, as amended, consolidates and amends pre-existing national wildlife legislation in order to 
implement the Bern Convention and the Birds Directive. It complements the Conservation (Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2017 (as amended), offering protection to a wider range of species. The Act also 
provides for the designation and protection of national conservation sites of value for their floral, faunal or 
geological features, termed Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). 

Schedules of the act provide lists of protected species, both flora and fauna, and detail the possible 
offences that apply to these species. All relevant species-specific legislation is detailed later in this 
Appendix. 

The Countryside rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 

The CROW Act, introduced in England and Wales in 2000, amends and strengthens existing wildlife 
legislation detailed in the WCA 1981. It places a duty on government departments and the National 
Assembly for Wales to have regard for biodiversity and provides increased powers for the protection and 
maintenance of SSSIs. The Act also contains lists of habitats and species (Section 74) for which 
conservation measures should be promoted, in accordance with the recommendations of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (Rio Earth Summit) 1992. 

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 

Section 40 of the NERC Act places a duty upon all local authorities and public bodies in England and 
Wales to promote and enhance biodiversity in all of their functions. Sections 41 (England) and 42 (Wales) 
list habitats and species of principal importance (HPI and SPI) to the conservation of biodiversity. These 
lists supersede Section 74 of the CRoW Act 2000. These species and habitats are a material consideration 
in the planning process.  




