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Disclaimer 

This document and its contents have been prepared and are intended solely for the Client’s information and 
use in relation to the planning application for external fence works at Buxton Community School.   

Faithful+Gould assumes no responsibility to any other party in respect of or arising out of or in connection 
with this document and/or its contents. 

Copyright 

The copyright of this document is vested in Faithful+Gould. This document may not be reproduced in whole 
or in part without their express written permission. 
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1.0 Introduction 

This statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for external security fencing 
works at Buxton Community School, College Road Buxton, Derbyshire and a related footpath 
extinguishment and creation order application to enable the development. The proposals are 
primarily to secure the school site to aid in the safe guarding of pupils during the day and 
preventing criminal damage and theft outside of school hours. The works will include the 
installation of security fencing, access gates and access control systems to create a secure area 
within the school site.   

2.0 Site Tree Information 

Buxton Community School site is in an area which has a relatively high concentration of mature 
trees and hedges and as such the school site has a large quantity of trees and hedges.  To 
provide more information as to the quantity and variety of trees on site we have included in 
appendix A the most recent tree survey of the site by Derbyshire County Council.  The survey 
was carried out in May 2017 and identifies 300 trees on site with a wide variety of species and 
sizes. 

3.0 Working Methodology 

To allow the installation of the proposed fencing and the locations chosen for the fencing to reduce 
the visual impact it is going to be unavoidable to work within the standard root protection areas 
(RPA) of the mature trees on site due to the location and volume of the mature trees. 

During the pre-planning process, we arranged a site meeting in October 2016 with Derbyshire 
County Council planner, landscape architect and historic building architect which identified the 
best possible location for the new fence installation to minimise the visual impact, maintain the 
effective security and practical installation in these areas, the proposed scheme reflects these 
discussions. 

As such we propose a working methodology which will allow for the installation of the required 
fence posts and retain the existing mature trees with minimal impact on the root structures of 
those trees. 

Initially in the setting out phase where possible the fence posts are to be installed between mature 
trees to minimise the impact on the trees. 

Where posts must be installed within the RPA of a tree it is proposed for the digging of holes to 
be done in line with “Working with Tree Roots BS5837:2012” and we intend to follow the below 
methods: 

• To avoid damage to tree roots, existing ground levels should be retained within the 
RPA. Intrusion into soil (other than for piling) within the RPA is generally not acceptable, 
and topsoil within it should be retained in situ.  However, limited manual excavation 
within the RPA might be acceptable, subject to justification. Such excavation should be 
undertaken carefully, using hand-held tools and preferably by compressed air soil 
displacement. 

• Roots, whilst exposed, should immediately be wrapped or covered to prevent 
desiccation and to protect them from rapid temperature changes. Any wrapping should 
be removed prior to backfilling, which should take place as soon as possible. 

• Roots smaller than 25 mm diameter may be pruned back, making a clean cut with a 
suitable sharp tool (e.g. bypass secateurs or handsaw), except where they occur in 
clumps. Roots occurring in clumps or of 25 mm diameter and over should be severed 
only following consultation with an arboriculturist, as such roots might be essential to 
the tree’s health and stability. 
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• Prior to backfilling, retained roots should be surrounded with topsoil or uncompacted 
sharp sand (builders’ sand should not be used because of its high salt content, which is 
toxic to tree roots), or other loose inert granular fill, before soil or other suitable material 
is replaced. This material should be free of contaminants and other foreign objects 
potentially injurious to tree roots. 

 

4.0 Appendices  

Appendix A  - Tree Survey Report 
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