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The Torrs

New Mills sits astride a gorge, 100ft (30m) deep at its lowest point. ! L n e ....... The Park under The Town

Two rivers, the Sett and the Goyt, meet here,

Take a walk down Rock Mill Lane (51 steps) to discover many natural and man-made features,

Towering rock faces, trees, and birdiife mingle with mill ruins, weirs, bridges, Pﬁﬁnﬁ:ﬂﬂnﬂmﬁnﬂ” ﬂuh.u_”h.ﬁ-ﬁ .“ch_ Apao
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rallway, the Millennium Walkway and a community hydro scheme. . o " ||4V./_€,._..L ; dangerous to the public. Only in the 1970s was the
. outstanding recreational value of the gorge

recognised. On the initlative of a town council
committee led by Dr Leslie Millward, the area was
cleaned up and officially ‘re-opened’ in 1974,

History For centuries the steep and rocky descent to the river
was a barrier to development and communication.

Then, towards the end of the eighteenth
cantury, riverside sites became sought-

after locations to power water mills for

the expanding cotton industry,

By the early 1800s no fewer than 5 mills i kg il e i il
had been built, huddled against the chff
faces, wherever there was space within the river bends,

Sandstone was quarried from the gorge to build mills and also workers’ cottages
on the steep terraces, Brake horses were used to steady the descent of wagons
carrying supplies.

The Torrs bustied with industry,

The milis still lacked easy access for goods and vehicles,

New Mills Bridge (Salem Bridge) crossed the Sett, upstream of the gorge,
whilst the two low-level bridges In the Torrs could only be reached after a
steep descent.

The buliding of Church Road Bridge (1835) and the magnificent viaduct of
Union Road Bridge (1884) united New Mills and New Mills Newtown,

1, Viewing platform

2. Torrs viewpoint

3, Millennlum Walkway
4, Torr Vale Mill

5, Rock Mil

6, Rock MiH Weir

Subsequent counciis continued making improvements,
and the Torrs gorge is now known as "The Park under
the Town', open to all.

Cliffs offer a range of routes for rock climbers,

A wide variety of birdlife has returned, including
dipper, heron, and kingfisher, and the gorge Is rich

in trees, Ash and sycamore dominate, mixed with
oak, alder and willow. Wild life corridors lead from

the garge Into established nature reserves.

Mill sites line the river banks.

The m Walkway, curving b
railway and river, completes the Midshires Way
as one of the country’s central walking routes,

At the confiuence of the Sett and the Goyt,

Tunnels and bridges enabled two railway lines to cross the Torrs, one to 7. Union Road Bridge

8. Torr Mill a reverse Archimedes screw harnesses water
Hayfield (closed in 1970) and one to Derby (now used as a line to Sheffield), 9. Torrs Hydro power to generate electricity for local use.
Nevertheless, bankruptcy, fire, and continuing poor access contributed to 10, Miliward Bridge Walkway and screw continue in the gaoa#nm.. sk
Industrial decline from the late 19th century, 11. Sluice Gate ’ century the wonderful industrial heritage of
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12. Rallway Viaduct tunnels and b left by the nineteenth
path (51 steps) Into the Torrs., v ridges by

13, Sett Valley Trall : century engineers.
COOL! THE ICE IS 14, Chein Horse House
15. Torr Top Street

How the Gorge was formed : D - ,

111,000 years ago

About 111,000 ysars ago » new ice age bagan
covering northern Britain, extending as far south
aa mid-Chashire. The ssa level dropped and the

River Geyt, flowing down to & lowsr leval,
cut out & desp gorpe-ike valley.

About L5,000-20,000 ysars ago tha climats bagan

Whan the rivars Goyt and Satt started to flow again
to get warmar and the ica melted. The snormous

they found & route through tha new gorgs, In the late
sightaanth cantury this became & site for waterpowared
cottan mills, If the Torrs gorge had not bean formad
thara would ba no town of New Mills.,

volune of maltwater cut down into the undarlying
sandstons on one side of the old valley to farm a new
gorge, 100 % (30m) deap, which we now call tha Torrs,




