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1.0 INTRODUCTION

. DEP Landscape have been commissioned by Mr and Mrs B Lawton to produce a Landscape Assessment for land
at Birch House on the outskirts of Birch Vale. Birch Vale is a village in Derbyshire, just outside the boundary of the
Peak District National Park, between New Mills and Hayfield.

The site forms the wider grounds of what was once a large residential property called Birch Vale House (since de-
molished). The site now comprises a collection of buildings, outhouses, stables and a chalet. It has most recently
been used as a licensed carcass and incinerator disposal centre and slaughter house as recent as 2005. The site
is now vacant apar from the stables and bam which is being used for livery and the horses are turned out into
the adjacent field.

The Landscape Assessment will look to review the existing landscape features within the grounds, trees,
ecology, landscape character and potential views of the site from the surrounding countryside. It will help inform
the redevelopmnet of the site for 3 residential units which will look to be both sympathetic to the character of the
site and surrounding landscape and views.

The report will help to identify and make recommendations for mitigation, appropriate management and land-
scape improvement works to integrate the new development into its environment and inform the general
armangements and planting plan to accompany a detailed planning application.
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Figure 1 - Map to show the location of Birch Vale in relation to the surounding towns and landscape.
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2.0 SITE LOCATION

The site is located off Spinnerbottom road in the village of Birch Vale. Spinnerbottom is a minor road which con-
nects into the A6015 New Mills Road and links Hayfield and New Mills, Spinnerbottom is a rural road with scattered
traditional stone dwellings including cottages and temace houses with typical low stone walls along the frontage.
There are a large number of mature trees and wooded areas around and behind the houses.

from Spinnerbottom road views to the north (up to the site) are restricted by the topography of the landscape,
houses and trees. Views south of the road are more open and look out across the wooded river valley of the River
Sett. There is a public house called The Sycamore Inn on the opposite side of the road to the site entrance.

The site is accessed off a private track which runs north east off Spinnerbottom road. It sits behind a row of residen-
tial properties which comprise semi-detached houses, cottages and teraced houses. It is bound by farmland to the
north, east and west. Stitch Lane sits above the site just beyond the northemn boundary,

There are a number of public rights of way and bridleways which pass close to the site. The Pennine Bridleway
runs past the south eastem comer of the site and is part of a National Trail which travels through the Peak District
National Park and the Yorkshire Dales. There is a public footpath which crosses a field to the north west of the site
and a network of footpaths further north on the opposite side of Stitch Lane.

2.0 SITELOCATION
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Figure 2 - Location of the site within Birch Vale village off Spinnerbottom.
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