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Context

1.2.1 Wood's Hospital is a low laying double winged building nestling into the
high ground at the north-west corner of Howard Park - the former Woods Hospital
was ran by the NHS Trust - provides a both therapeutic view over the park and is
reciprocal as a focal point as it comes into view from paths leading up through
the park.

1.2.2 The lodge - to which the works are primarily taking place - is a separate
ancillary building from the main hospital, designed to sit at the northern entrance
of the Park. The lodge was built in a very similar style to the hospital, which uses
locally sourced stone and natural slate.

Surrounding Street Scene

1.3.1 Woods Hospital is based within a low-density residential area in Glossop,
on a avenue that follows the perimeter of the grounds.

1.3.2 The grounds in which the hospital is based in, Howard Park, is laid out
with inter-linked serpentine paths screened by landform and planting to pre-
sent a variety of views and punctuated with a number of formal and informal
features. The 1898 OS map suggests the original pattern of paths remains
largely intact.

1.3.3 A stream runs through the centre of the park, that is tamed to form a
series of cascades with rockworks, pools, and runs of varying character. In

parts the stream running to a series of culverts.
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Process
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Evaluation

2.4.1 With all of the above consideration, the proposal will be to develop the site
further to allow the building to have an attractive, sustainable and viable future
with access for all.

2.4.2 The proposal’s aim is to create well-designed inclusive access in line with the
standards set in Paragraph 6.5, as well as extend the existing lodge building to
adapt it to its new use as a bereavement counselling and support centre.

2.4.3 The vision hopes to both enhance and complement the surrounding area,
and the need for reasonable actions to meet access for all issues, and overcome
the step-only access, via a level access. The Lodge wil be sympathetically
adapted to meet current Building Regulations standards of Document M, in
addition to increasing the floor space of the main hall.

2.4.3 As the proposals make inclusive access possible and the design falls into line
with High Peak’s design policies, the application will endeavour to satisfy both the
council and local residents.
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Landscaping
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Other considerations
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Conclusion

8.1 Providing full access and a new use to an existing building
can be a challenge, but it is rarely the case that improvements
cannot be achieved at all. The Design Team have thus found a
solution to adapt Wood Hospital to its new use as Reuben’s
Retreat.

8.2 The proposal has the potential to be developed into a
successful project to create inclusive access that fits in with the
historic fabric of the site, and makes the most efficient use of
extending the site whilst maintaining an appropriate scale.

8.3 We trust that the design process and ultimately the
proposal meets with the aspirations of High Peak Council, and
that it will result in the application favourably received and
determined.

8.4  The Team aimed to deal sympathetically with the site and
its surroundings. They are proud to provide a new, suitable use
an important building in Glossop, and help create a special
place for families of terminally ill children to relax, recharge,
remember and rebuild.

8.5 Should the reader wish to discuss any of the above please
do not hesitate to contact Reuben’s Retreat

Office address: Reuben’s Retreat, Suite 1, St Michaels Court, St
Michaels Square, Stamford Street Central, Ashton Under
Lyne OL6 6XN





