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Penny Anderson Associates Ltd (PAA) was commissionec by Penry Coxon tc undertaxe a
protectea species scoping survey to include a bat building inspection o the stone barn ad;acent
tc 18 Charlestcwn, Gicsscp Derbyshire This survey was cenducted tc suppor a planning
permissicn application to corvert the darn nto a dwe'ling hcuse Trhe buiding 1s currently beirg
usea for storage by the owner

This report presents the findings of the survey and evaluates the resulls in reiatcon ‘o the
cevelopment of the bam

Legal and Conservation Status

Al species of bat are protected under tne Widife anc Countrysice Azt “981 ‘as amendeqg)
affcreing significant protection ‘o both bat roosts and the animals ‘hemselves Al speces of
tats are also European Protected Species isted on Appendix || of the Bern Corvanton Annex
'V ot the EC Habrtats Directive and Appendix || of the Bern Conventen (and ircluced uncer 1me
Agreement on the Conservaton of Bats ir Europe) They are therefore addtionally oroteciec
Lnde- Tme Conservation o* Habitats and Species Reguatiors 2010 Bcth the anrals and thar
roostng sries are protected by this legisiation A summary of the legsatior relating to dats is
enciosed as Appendix |.

r addition under UK's Biodiversity Acton Pan (BAP) seven natve British bat speces
Incluaing the soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrelius pygmaeus: and the orown long-eared oat
(Piecotus auntus) that are frecuenty ‘ound 'n build ngs. are liste¢ as a Pnaority Speces UK
BAP Priorty Species are aiso referred to as species of prncipa importance for tne
conservation of bioaiversity in England and Wales within Section 74 of the CReW Act 2000 a~c
Sectons 41 (England) of the Natural Environment anc Rural Communites (NERC) Act 2005

In Planning Palicy Statement 9, local authortes 1n England are required to take meas.res 10
protect the habitats of these species “rom further declire. prctect tne species rom the acverse
effect of develooment and refuse Flarming permission for cevelopmert thal harms ‘hese

species unless the need for or beretr of. the deveiopment clearly cutweighs that harm

All wild species cf breeding bira are protected under the Widli‘e ard Countryside Act 19581 '‘as
amended) afforaing protecten to the nest (whilst active) eéggs and dependent young A
summary of the legislation relating to breeding birds is enclosed as Appendix ||
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The protected species survey ncluded a comprehensive site walkover identifying any petenta
for orotected species 10 be affected by the proposed cevelcpmert In tns instance the orly
speces considered likely to be affected by the barn conversion were bats and oreeding birds

The bat survey consisted of both an internal and exterral Inspection 2 the barn concuciec or
‘th June 2017 following the guidance set out in the Bar Mingation Guidelines [Mitcnell-Jenes
2004) and the Bat Conservation Trusts (2007) Bat Surveys Good Fractize Guideines
Licensec bat worker Jessica Eades (Licence Number 20110728 complated the survey ass sted
oy Tom Austin

Building Inspection

The survey of the bar~ was -cmpleted dur rng daylght hours Tre external nspecticn of the
oulicing involveo waking slowly around the buld ng and visualy nspectng structures such as
Wndows. windew slis and walls Evicence of bat use searched for incl.ded the oresence of bat
croopings. staiming on crevices from fur-ol and unre and prey resiyues (such as butterfy or
™otk wings) Potential access points anc crevices were assessed by oax«ing for ‘eatures such
3s gaps between stone work cislodged montar and crevices arouna wndow frames and nte's
The survey was aiced by c cse tocusing binoculars. high-power torches ana erdascooes

Ar internal room inspection cf the barr was conducted with the aic of a high-power erch 1o
dentfy any access ponts that could be used Dy Dats ang to search ‘or evicence cf bat Lse
ncluding bat droppings. stains from fur-ci and Lrine orey res.cues and the bats themselves

Any evidence of breeding bire activity within the interer or extericr of the build ng or within the
grounds was recorded \Wnere possble the species were be roted and *re age of any chicks
determined

Constraints on the Survey

Bals use a vanety of roosts ranging from maternity mating swarming and hiterratior -oosts
wRICh can contain 2 large number of indviduas tc bachelor or night-feeding roosts with few
Indiv.duals or single animals Bats alsc tend to be nomadic althcugh they are faithfu ‘o certarr
favoured roosting sites, spenaing vanab'e lengths of ime in a vanerty of roosts This car make
'dentfying specific roost types particularly problematic wner ev.dence is imited
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The stone built barn 1s approximately 8m long by 4m wice with a oitched tile roof and nas a
paved and concrele area to the rear and side used ‘or parking The root appears r sounc
condition. with no missing liles or ricge tles visible ‘rom the frort of the burding The prich of
the roof 1o the rear could not be viewed by surveyors as ar acequate vartage poirt could ~ot
be founc

The exterior of the barn 13 In good concition with some smal areas of missing mertar to the
frontage localiseg aroung the barn doors and window frames However mos: of these are
heavily cobwebbed 8oth the gable ends anc the rear of the ban have beer re-ponted a~c are
in gocd condrtion

A small gap between he wall anc the fasca beard runs at ooth the frort arc -ea- of the narn
Wwith the gao pecoming arger where i meets the barn door on the f-ont

To tne rear of the bamn there are two access doors with 5cm gaps at the .op ‘Whizk ~ave beer
internally encked up se ne longer provide access 0 the ntenor of the pa'n Whie tmess doars
could 10t be cpenac surveyors were able to check the cavity behirc eack cf the doors witm the
aid o ar endescope anc migh-powered torck Both cavbes are RiIghly cobwebdec at all access
FoInts providing "o space for Dats to roost benind or shelter “rom Inclement weatrer cond tior's

Above the two aforementioned doors are gaps where twe stones have been removec from tne
wall These gaps orovide nc access 10 any cavity within the wall They are tree cf cobwebs out
show no evidence of bats roosting within tnem o of nesting birds

"ne roof 1s of a colar beam construction with rocfing felt under the tles The r dge bearm with r
the barn appeared heaviy coowebbed Internally the barn s open from the ground fioor te e
apex of the roof in the most part with the excepten of a 3m by 4m mezzanine haylo® area
accessed via a ladder Twe windows provide access rom tne rear 1o this mezzanine level wth
both windows missing glass allowing both birds ang bats to potentally fly straigrt nta the
Building

There was a large accumulation of bird droppings under one of the purlins' on the mezzan re
leve There was evidence of an oid barn swallow (Hirunda rustica) ~est on the purin which
had degraced over ime There was no current evgence of oreecing brds within the barn
however. a par of barn swallows were recordeg displaying pehaviour that incicated trat they
~E'E Dreparing to start building a nest within the bam.

Serbinucls tmbers runming honzontaly ar the Lrdars e of 'ne rafers jisf abave tha colar-baam 1f precant)
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The barn was assessed as having a low 10 medium potential to sLppert roosting Dats witn no
evidence of bats rocstng within any of the features denufiec within the barn The features
identfied dunng the bullding nspecticn are of low potental for ~oosting bats However as the
windows o the rear of the barn are oper this aliows ‘or pats to fiy 'n at any tirme 1n the future to
consider roosting within the main area of the barn which provides tne greatest potental for
them to roost

Nc evidence of roosting bats was identifed curing the bulding inspections and gven the low
potential of the features within the bulding no futther actvity surveys were recuired However
a protecol should be sel in piace durnng the re-roofing works which will oe ~egurec for ‘re
conversion of the barn to a dwelling house

tne uniixely event that a bal should be ‘ound cunng works o the rcof of me parn tae
‘ollowing bullet points can act as ar emergency £roteco ‘or dealing wth Lncoverng a ba
aurng works as follows

. Should a bat or ba's be uncoverea auring works, the wors will ceass a~c a license:d
ecologist will be informed immediately * safe 0 9o so the exposed bat snould be
covered over again to minimise the nsk of the bat emmerging insice the bJ 13:ng

& The contractor. bullcer and/or developer are expressly forbdde~ from hanclirg ary bats
<ncovered during werks

. The roof will be le® “or a period of at ‘east 24 hours (o7 lorger if the termperature i5 becw
8°C) tc a'low any bats 10 emerge and cisperse durng the folicwing rign:

- The emergence period will be manitered by a licensed bat ecologist 10 gather information
on numbers/spacies of bats. after which the site will be re-nspected and any tats tha:
remair wi'l be removed (using gloves) and placed in a secure container

. Once the ecclogist 1s salisfieg that all bats are removed from the barn. develooment
works can continue The bats will pe neld until dusk of the same day where ey wil be
released on site if active, in good condibon anc the weatner s suratle The licensed
ecologist will have expenence n bat care and rehabiltation. and would folow Bat
Conservatior Trust (2C08) gu:danze on Bat Care

. If a bat is iIn poor conditon (e.g below weight) and/or the weather is unsuitaple  wil be
tempararly taken into care and reeased close tc the barn onze its corditcn ardor e
weather improves

. Any injured bat will be immedalely taken nto care anc assessed for
recovery/rehabilitaton A severeiy injured bat (such as one with a serous ‘racture cr
significant loss of wing membrane; may require euthanasia and a vet will be consulted In
all cases Injured pats that require long term rehabiltation may be t-ansferrec to a local
wildlfe hospital where a flght cage s available for exercise

. The weifare of any bal will be paramourt throughout




FPenny Andersor ﬂ

A par of barn swalows were centified tyng through the open windows locatec a: ‘he

mezzanine level displaying behaviour which suggestec that they were considerng starting to
build 3 nest or cna of the purlins within this section of the parn

The remans of a degradec swallow nest suggest that there has beer breedng activity withn
the barn previous'y

It is recommended that any works on the barr are conductec outside cf the breeding oro
season and having ensured that any nesting barn swallows nave le® the nest ang any zhicks
have fledged and are nc longer dependant or the adults Works could petentally commence
from September through to the end of February
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